


Town of Newry Selectmen Meeting Minutes
September 3, 2024 @ 5:00pm 


Selectpersons Present:  Virgil Conkright, Gary Wight, Mandy Berry 

Staff present: Loretta Powers (Town Administrator), Amy R. Henley (Deputy Clerk, Rec. Sec.), Joelle Corey (Code Enforcement/LPI/Road Commissioner)


Others present: Brooks Morton, Ted Baker, Alison Aloisio, Lisa Keim, Polly Mahoney, Kevin Slater

Signing of Warrants:   all approved 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Selectman Conkright made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 20, 2024 meeting. Selectman Berry 2nd the motion; unanimous vote.   

Adjustment to the Agenda: 
~Simonds Bridge~
Selectman Berry made a motion to give CPM no more than a 5 business day extension from October 15 on the Simonds Brook Bridge completion. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

~Petty Cash Increase~
Selectman Conkright made a motion to increase the petty cash by $100. Selectman Berry 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

Public Comment:  
Announcements:  
Public Hearings and Possible Action:


Items for Discussion and Possible Action:

~Lisa Keim presentation~
Senator Lisa Keim presented Polly Mahoney with the Wiggie Robinson Award. Kevin Slater also received this award previously. They are the only couple to both achieve this and Polly is the second female.

~Consider appointing a Third-Party Inspector ~
Selectman Wight made a motion to hire Steve Roberge as a third-party inspector for the Pines Group LLC subdivision approval. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

~Sunday River overflow engineering and costs~
This is for hazard mitigation. Selectmen decided to move forward with obtaining estimates for a consultant and engineer. Once done a special town meeting would be needed and a vote as to whether to spend money from undesignated funds. 

~Sign for County Tax~
Selectman Berry voted to sign the corrected County Tax Return in the amount of $921,277. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

~Permit use of Grange Hall for Senior Players~
Selectman Berry made a motion to allow the Senior Players to use the Grange Hall on Wednesdays from 4-6pm starting the second week of September through November 13. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

~Road Updates~
Cones will start getting picked up once shoulder work is complete. Doug has wheeled excavator at the Sunday River Fire Station to work on Sunday River Road. CPM are working on Eames Bridges and will Simonds Brook. As soon as bridge abutment work is complete on Branch Road will asphalt that road. Patching is complete. Going to see how patches are through the winter and see where to start again with 5-year plan. Sunday River Road to Riley will be graded. 

Road Commissioner/Code Officer Report: 
See above for road updates. 
Permits are being issued every day. Up to number 43. Twenty-five new single-family structures are being built. 

Clerk Report:
Lots of phone calls today, mostly from owners who sold. 
Lots of online payments, $52,000 just last weekend.
Lots of checks in today so off to a good start. 

TAdmin Report:
Lights are done in all buildings; need to call about programming. 
Chimney guy will get back to me soon as on his honeymoon. 
Letter sent to County requesting increase in fire to $5000 for township coverage. Last year $1,500 when $3,000 requested. 3 in Grafton, 2 in Riley so far. Have to call Tony Carter
Looking into a planning position for AVCOG. Used previously for planning board.
Jack Taylor still working on drone stuff.
Pat Fenney will do cemetery repairs.
Waiting on updates for the Transfer Station. 
There is a MMA Planning Board/Appeals Workshop that I will send out to all members if they would like to attend either in person or via Zoom. 
Amy and I are at Elections Training Thursday, September 12 in Portland. 

Selectman Berry made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:43PM. Selectman Wight 2nd the motion; unanimous vote.


Next Meeting: 
September 17, 2024, 5:00 pm at the Town Office. 

Refer to audio recording for verbatim discussion of meeting.
Minutes Approve by:
_________________________________		Date: _______________
Gary Wight Chairman

_________________________________		Date: _______________
Virgil Conkright

_________________________________		Date: _______________
Mandy Berry



