


Town of Newry Selectmen Meeting Minutes
June 17, 2025 @ 5:00pm 


Selectperson’s Present: Virgil Conkright, Gary Wight, Mandy Berry 

Staff present: Loretta Powers (Town Administrator), Amy R. Henley (Deputy Clerk, Rec. Sec.), Joelle Corey (Code Enforcement/LPI/Road Commissioner)

Others present: Ted Baker, David Bartlett, Brooks Morton, Catherine Mardosa of AVCOG, Jeff Stearns of Fiddlehead Environmental Consulting

Signing of Warrants:   all approved 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Selectman Conkright made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 20, 2025 meeting. Selectman Berry 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

Adjustment to the Agenda: Joelle requested to move the Sunday River Mitigation item to after Catherine Mardosa’s presentation. 

Public Comment: 

Announcements: Loretta thanked Gary for his service. Gary congratulated David Bartlett for being elected to the Select Board. 


Public Hearings and Possible Action:

Items for Discussion and Possible Action:

~Catherine Mardosa, AVCOG ~
Catherine Mardosa, Community Resilience Coordinator for AVCOG spoke about the Community Resilience Partnership which makes the town eligible for grants. She provided a list of grants available and the process on how to obtain these. 

~Skiway Road Concern~
Reviewed concerns from Luana Patel. Will look at limbs that may need to be trimmed. 

~Review & Approve Conditional Agreement-Monkey Brook Road Subdivision~
Selectman Berry made a motion to approve the conditional agreement in lieu of financial guarantee for Monkey Brook Road Subdivision. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 



~Review & Approve Service Agreement- Sunday River Hazard Mitigation~
Selectman Berry made a motion to approve the service agreement for the Sunday River Hazard Mitigation. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

~Appoint David Berry to Appeals Board~
Selectman Wight made a motion to appoint David Berry to the appeals board. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion. Selectman Berry abstained as David is her uncle. 


~Maine Power Options~
Selectman Wight made a motion to forgo Maine Power Options at this time as the town has not used their services since being signed up in 1999. Selectman Berry 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

~July 4 close or give a float day~
The decision was made to close on July 3, 2025 in observance of Independence Day as it falls on a Friday. 

~Approve 6-month meeting calendar~
A meeting schedule was approved for the next 6 months with the meetings being subject to change. Meetings will be held at 5pm.


Road Commissioner/Code Officer Report: 
Alan Fleet was nominated for Fire Chief at the Fire Department’s last meeting. 
Selectman Conkright made a motion to approve Alan Fleet as Fire Chief. Selectman Berry 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 
Asphalt is complete. The sides of the road will be shimmed possibly next week including driveways. 
Bear River Fire Station door construction is underway.
Summer work by Cross Excavation will begin the end of July.
Sunday River Road dirt section will be graded. 
Building Permits have been steady.
Hazard Mitigation is ongoing with Fiddlehead Environmental Consulting. 

Clerk Report:
Liens will be going out next week. There are about 30 including 7 that still have a lien from last year. 




TAdmin Report:
Received a letter from Bethel Community Wood Bank. They are working on a firewood fuel assistance program. 
Fiscal year school payment is $4,511,968. 
Will be scheduling a meeting for the Comprehensive Plan Committee and the Appeals Board. 
David Bartlett requested to serve on the Select Board and School Board. MMA Legal’s Attorney Sue Pilgrim states the positions are incompatible. David states the School Board and Superintendent did not have an issue with him serving on both boards. Selectman Berry made a motion to follow MMA Legals’ advice. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

Selectman Berry made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:01PM. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion; unanimous vote.



Next Meeting: 
July 1, 2025, 5:00 pm at the Town Office. 




Refer to audio recording for verbatim discussion of meeting.
Minutes Approve by:
_________________________________		Date: _______________
Gary Wight Chairman

_________________________________		Date: _______________
Virgil Conkright

_________________________________		Date: _______________
Mandy Berry



