


Town of Newry Select Board Meeting Minutes
August 19, 2025 @ 5:00pm 


Selectperson’s Present: Virgil Conkright, Mandy Berry, David Bartlett

Staff present: Loretta Powers (Town Administrator), Amy R. Henley (Deputy Clerk, Rec. Sec.)

Others present: Brooks Morton

Signing of Warrants:   all approved 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Selectman Berry made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2025 meeting. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

Adjustments to the Agenda:

Public Comment: 

Announcements: 

Public Hearings and Possible Action:

Items for Discussion and Possible Action:

~Renew Liquor License for Whitecap Lodge~
Selectman Berry made a motion to renew the liquor license for Whitecap Lodge. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 


~Sign Assessors Return for Oxford County Tax ~
Selectman Berry made a motion to sign the assessors return for the Oxford County Tax. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. Loretta added that she learned that 50% of this goes to fund the jail. 

~Update on Comprehensive Plan Committee~
There are now 7 members on the Comprehensive Plan Committee. The Committee did decide to have AVCOG write the chapters and the Committee will review them. This will cost approximately $30,000 and we had budgeted $75,000.




~Set up meeting with Attorney to explain each board’s role for the Town~
The board agreed with setting up a meeting with the Attorney to explain board roles. 

~Close Office Sept. 10 in Bangor~
Selectman Berry made a motion to approve the office closure for September 10 for staff to attend training in Bangor. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. Amy will be receiving an award as a Certified Clerk. 

~Approve Mandy to use Grange Hall for Craft Fair 10/26/2025 ~
Selectman Conkright made a motion for Mandy to use the Grange Hall for free for the Craft Fair to be held on 10/26/2025. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; Selectman Berry abstained. 

~Senior Plays to use Grange Hall on Wednesdays from 2:30-5~
Selectman Berry made a motion to allow the Senior Plays to use the Grange Hall on Wednesdays for free. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

~Choose mil rate for FY26 Tax Commitment~
Selectman Berry made a motion to go with the recommended mil rate of 6.95. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 



Road Commissioner/Code Officer Report: 
None

Clerk Report:
Amy thanked the Board for allowing the closure on September 10 as she worked hard to achieve Certified Clerk. She explained the process of applying and taking a 35 page test. 

TAdmin Report:
People have been calling regarding taxes. 
Received a $256 refund for worker’s comp from MMA.
Health insurance is expected to increase 8-10% and dental 3-4%. 
There is an Elected Officials class on September 9 if anyone is interested. 
David asked to add a spot for the Select Board to speak on the Agenda. 

David wanted to know if revenues from the Grange Hall covered the expenses. 


Selectman Berry made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:44PM. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote.



Next Meeting: 
September 2, 2025, 5:00 pm at the Town Office. 




Refer to audio recording for verbatim discussion of meeting.
Minutes Approve by:
_________________________________		Date: _______________
Virgil Conkright, Chairman

_________________________________		Date: _______________
Mandy Berry 

_________________________________		Date: _______________
David Bartlett



