


Town of Newry Select Board Meeting Minutes
January 20, 2026 @ 5:00pm 


Selectperson’s Present: Virgil Conkright, David Bartlett, Mandy Berry 

Staff present: Loretta Powers (Town Administrator), Amy R. Henley (Deputy Clerk, Rec. Sec.)

Others present: Ted Baker

Signing of Warrants:   all approved 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Selectman Bartlett made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2025 meeting. Selectman Berry 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

Adjustments to the Agenda: 
Selectman Berry made a motion to grant the abatement for S1-B4. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

Selectman Berry made a motion to grant the supplemental for R02-001 for Tree Growth Non-Compliance. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

Selectman Berry made a motion to grant a 10-day extension to Forget Development. Selectman Conkright 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. Selectman Berry amended her motion to give the code enforcement officer permission to contact the attorney for further enforcement after the 10 days if needed. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

Announcements: None 

Public Comment: None


Public Hearings and Possible Action: 
None


Items for Discussion and Possible Action:

~Update on UDRO proposed changes-add fee schedule to Town’s Fee Schedule~
The proposed change would move the fee schedule for resubmitting an application to the Town’s Fee Schedule and take it out of the UDRO. 


~Review Proposed Amendments to the Planning Board Ordinance~
Ted discussed proposed changes to the Planning Board Ordinance: transitioning to 3-5 member board with 1 alternate and establishing a standing Comprehensive Plan Committee. David asked Loretta to look into if an alternate is allowed to participate in discussions at Planning Board meetings. 

~Update on Brownfield Assessment Grant~
Loretta filled out the paperwork for Bethel to proceed with the Brownfield Assessment Grant. 


~Update on Newry Community Resilience Partnership Workshop~
9 people were present at the Community Resilience Partnership Workshop with most already serving on a board or committee. Catherine took note of everyone’s ideas and what was most important. 


~Audit 2025 reveiw~
A short review of the audit was done. 


Board Comment: David would like to look into joint ordering with other towns possibly for heating oil. David stated he reviewed the results from the survey sent out by the Comprehensive Plan Committee and would like to see the rural setting on this side and maintain growth on the other side. 


Road Commissioner/Code Officer Report: 
None


Clerk Report:
Will need reports from the Boards for the Town Report. 
There are no longer town columns in the Bethel Citizen but columns are published weekly now at Western Maine Neighborhood News. 
Grange Hall basement clean up is done. 
Dogs need to be licensed by January 31 to avoid the late fee of $25 per dog. 

TAdmin Report:
There was a lot split that will need to go before the Planning Board.
State DEP is looking at PFAs at the old dump site.
Shredding company came on December 30th.
Received the FEMA money from October 2017.
Will begin budget work next meeting. 


Selectman Berry made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:01PM. Selectman Bartlett 2nd the motion; unanimous vote.





Next Meeting: 
February 3, 2026, 3:00 pm at the Town Office. 





Refer to audio recording for verbatim discussion of meeting.
Minutes Approve by:
_________________________________		Date: _______________
Virgil Conkright, Chair

_________________________________		Date: _______________
Mandy Berry 

_________________________________		Date: _______________
David Bartlett



