


Town of Newry Comprehensive Plan Meeting Minutes
March 9, 2026 @ 5:00pm 


Board Member’s Present: Jason Ahearn, Walter Hoffmann, Brooks Morton, Heidi Marotta

Board Member’s Absent: Mandy Berry, Robin Gorrell, Amy R. Henley (Deputy Clerk, Rec. Sec.)

Staff present: Loretta Powers (Town Administrator)

Others present: Erica Bufkins, AVCOG

Approval of Minutes:
Walter made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from February 9, 2026. Retta 2nd the motion; unanimous vote. 

Announcements: None


Items for Discussion:
A few changes and corrections were made to the Population & Demographics chapter.

Much discussion was had regarding population including transient population and short-term rentals as well as how to create affordable housing possibly through a land bank and acquired land.  

Public engagement sessions are a great way to get the community onboard with what is behind the chapters created. 
Promoting conservation and affordable housing was discussed in great length and ways to possibly achieve this, even if just putting it in the Comprehensive Plan as a placeholder. 

An Implementation Committee is something Erica recommends. 

Once the housing chapter is done, probably in May, we will schedule a public session. 


Heidi made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:25pm. Retta 2nd the motion; unanimous vote.

Next Meeting: 
April 6, 2026, 5:00 pm at the Town Office. 


Refer to audio recording for verbatim discussion of meeting.



